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142nd COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON MONDAY 15 OCTOBER 2012 AT 10.00AM AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

Present:		Grainia Long (Chair)
			John Corey
			Alan McBride
			Milton Kerr
			Marion Reynolds
			Christine Collins
			Paul Yam

In attendance:	Virginia McVea, Director
			David Russell, Deputy Director
			Rebecca Magee, Executive Assistant
			Claire Martin, Communications Worker
			Colin Caughey, Policy Worker (Agenda items 4+5)
Rhyannon Blythe, Assistant Caseworker (Agenda item 6)

Apologies:		Professor Michael O’Flaherty


1.	Minutes of the 141st Commission meeting (HRC142.1)

1.1	The minutes of the 141st Commission meeting were approved subject to the following amendment –

10.2	Subject to some minor changes Commissioners endorsed the submission which included concern regarding the appropriateness of the UK Commission’s consultation having been extended to seek views which may impact on the UK and Irish Governments’ process for implementing a treaty obligation.	

2.	Matters arising

2.1	The Belfast Statement on Treaty Body Reform was accepted at the International Euro level and is now with the UN for final acceptance.

2.2	Discussions are on-going for the Annual Statement event on 10 December.

Action:	The Stakeholder invitation list is to be circulated by the Communications worker.

3.	Chief Commissioner report (HRC142.2)

	3.1	Commissioners noted the Chief Commissioner’s report 	on his schedule of meetings since the last Commission 	meeting.  These included:

· Participation and speaking on ‘The Promotion of Human Rights Education in conflict affected societies’.
· Met with the UN Special Rapporteur on Transitional Justice.
· Evidence Session at the Committee for Justice on the Criminal Justice Bill.
· Met with the Evangelical Alliance Churches Policy Network.
· Meetings with Professor Heenan, University of Ulster Magee, Kevin Campbell, Mayor of Derry, Martin Bradley, Chair of the Culture Company on how the Commission can engage with City of Culture 2013.
· Chair of the UN Human Rights Council side event on ‘Protection of Civil Society Actors’.

4.	Commissioner report

4.1	Commissioners John Corey and Milton Kerr attended the CONCERN inaugural lecture.

4.2	Commissioner Alan McBride attended and spoke at the workshop event ‘Right up our street: how human rights can help us understand our communities’ in The MAC, Belfast.

5.	Special Advisors Bill (HRC142.3)

5.1	Commissioners noted the consultation response to the Special Advisors Bill.

5.2	The consultation has raised for Commissioners, broader issues with Transitional Justice that warrant further discussion.

6.	Update on Annual Statement (HRC142.4)

	6.1	Commissioners noted the draft Annual Statement.

6.2	Commissioners noted the ongoing plans for an event on 10 December to coincide with the launch of the Annual Statement on Human Rights Day.

Action:	Second draft to be sent to Commissioners as soon as possible for comment.

7.	Update on Historical Institutional Child Abuse

7.1	Commissioners noted the update on Historical Institutional Child Abuse.

7.2	Commissioners agreed that a watching brief was to be kept on this topic and that it would be on the agenda for the November meeting.

Action:	Historical Institutional Child Abuse is to be an agenda item for the November meeting.

8.	Update on Transitional Justice

	8.1	Commissioners noted the update on Transitional Justice.

8.2	Commissioners noted the planned event with Priscilla Hayner in December 2012.

Action:	Details of the event are to be emailed to Commissioners.

9.	Update on Strategic Planning

	9.1	Commissioners noted the update on Strategic Planning.

9.2	Commissioners noted the dates of the upcoming stakeholder strategic planning events.

Action:	The Strategic planning compendium and the dates of the stakeholder events are to be emailed to Commissioners.

10.	Training needs analysis

10.1	Commissioners discussed with the Director the Training needs analysis following the Audit and Risk Committee in October.

10.2	Commissioners noted that a training session on financial procedures will be in December for Commissioners and Staff.

11.	Update on Derry Pilot Outreach Project (HRC142.5)

11.1	Commissioners noted the update on the Derry Pilot Outreach Project.

	11.2	Commissioners accepted the planning paper.

12.	Update on NIO Business Case bids

12.1	Commissioners noted the update on the NIO Business Case bids.	

13.	Update on A&E

13.1	Commissioners noted the update on A&E and consultation expected.

14.	Any other Business

14.1	The Adoption Case is listed for Court on Thursday 18 October.

Action:	Draft Press Statement to be emailed to Commissioners.

Action:	Commissioners are to be emailed the Anti-Trafficking Bill and the Welfare Reform Bill.	

Action:	Commission meeting dates for the next year are to be emailed to Commissioners.

Action:	Details on the next Community Engagement day are to be emailed to Commissioners.






	Approved: ______________
	
	Date: ______________
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