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143rd COMMISSION MEETING 

HELD ON THURSDAY 29 NOVEMBER 2012 AT 10.00AM AT THE OFFICES OF THE NORTHERN IRELAND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION, TEMPLE COURT, 39 NORTH STREET, BELFAST, BT1 1NA

Present:		Professor Michael O’Flaherty, Chief Commissioner
			John Corey
			Alan McBride
			Milton Kerr
			Marion Reynolds
			Paul Yam

In Attendance: 	Virginia McVea, Director
			Rebecca Magee, Executive Assistant
			Claire Martin, Communications Worker
			Angela Stevens, Caseworker (Agenda item 5)

Apologies:		Grainia Long
			Christine Collins
			David Russell, Deputy Director


1.	Minutes of the 142nd Meeting

1.1	Commissioners adopted the minutes of the 142nd Commission meeting.

2.	Matters arising

2.1	Internal Communications: Every Effort will be made to bring draft versions of papers to Commission meetings for review.

2.2	Commissioners agreed that where the Chief Commissioner considers that added conversation on a paper is need then a special meeting will be called.


3.	Chief Commissioner report

	3.1	Commissioners noted the Chief Commissioner’s report 	on his schedule of meetings since the last Commission 	meeting.  These included:
· International Co-ordinating Committee of the UN in Amman, Jordon
· Numerous media interviews on the Adoption Case verdict
· 4 NHRIs of the Island of Ireland, Scotland and Great Britain in Belfast
· Evidence session to the Department of Finance and Personnel on the Special Advisors Bill
· Katherine Stone, commissioner for Victims and Survivors
· Chair and members of the Joint Committee on Human Rights, Westminster
· Sir Leigh Lewis, UK Bill of Rights Commission
· Theresa Villiers MP, Secretary of State for Northern Ireland



4.	Commissioner report

4.1	Commissioner Milton Kerr attended a photo call for the Transgender Day of Remembrance and a residential retreat for Desertcreat Services.

Action:	Commission to  explore possibilities to explore opportunites to engage with curriculum development.

4.2	Commissioner Alan McBride attended a Round-table discussion on the Role of National Institutions in situations of conflict and/or in transition organised by the Palestinian Independent Commission with staff member Colin Caughey.

Action:	Discussion to take place in the new year on an international event on NHRIs on conflict and post conflict societies cooperating together.

4.3	Commissioner Marion Reynolds discussed the recent visits to Maghaberry HMP and Magilligan HMP.  Commissioners discussed possible Human Rights Training opportunities with the Northern Ireland Prison Service.

Action:	Director to draft a follow-up letter to go the Director General of the Prison Service.

Action:	Prison work is to be an agenda item for December Commission meeting.

4.4	Commissioner Paul Yam attended a meeting with the Southern Areas on Hospital Care for Foreign Nationals.  

Action:	Commission Yam and the Director and to discuss this further.	

5.	Directors Report

	5.1	Commissioners noted the Directors report.

	5.2	Commissioners discussed recent NIO bids.

5.3	Commissioners discussed the International Co-ordinating Committee of the UN with the Director.  The Director discussed the possibility of future work with the Asia Pacific Forum on training for Commissioners.

6.	Functions Report

	6.1	Commissioners noted the Functions report.

6.2	Commissioners discussed the legal case on an Intervention with the Equality and Human Rights Commission.  Commissioners agreed to a joint intervention with the Equality and Human Rights Commission depending on costs.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Commissioner Marion Reynolds objected to the joint intervention.] 


Action:	A watching brief is to be kept of this case and reported to Commissioners. 

6.3	Commissioners discussed an application for legal assistance.  It was agreed that Commissioners would discuss this further following the outcome of the Judicial Review case.

Action:	The outcome of the Judicial Review to be brought to Commission.

7.	Irish Department Foreign Affairs briefing 	

7.1	Representatives updated the Commission on the work of the Department of Foreign Affairs and the Joint Secretariat. 

7.2	The Chief Commissioner provided an update on the Commission’s current work. 

7.3	Commissioners and representatives discussed matters including; NIHRC Strategic Plan 2013-16, NIHRC Transitional Justice Project, NIHRC Derry/Londonderry City of Culture Project.

8.	Annual Statement update

	8.1	Commissioners noted the Annual Statement update.

Action:	Commissioners agreed that a embargoed PDF version of the Annual Statement be sent to Political representatives before the 10 December event.

9.	Transitional Justice update

9.1	Commissioners discussed the upcoming events on Transitional Justice that will be supported by Priscilla Hayner.

10.	Historical Child Abuse update

	10.1	No further developments to discuss.

11.	Strategic Planning update

	11.1	Commissioners noted the Strategic Planning update.

12.	City of Culture update

	12.1	Commissioners noted the City of Culture update.

13.	Parliamentary Report

	13.1	Commissioners noted the Parliamentary Report.

14.	Any other Business

14.1	Commissioners discussed Commissioner attendance at the launch of the Annual Statement on 10 December.

14.2	Commissioners discussed the recent announcement of the G8 Summit being in Northern Ireland next year.  Commissioners agreed that an event around this should be considered.


					Approved:	_______________

					Date: _____________
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